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The reinstatement of some if not of all
developmental concessions that have re-
cently been removed from the farming
community would give a great boost to
the rural areas. The rural contracting
firms would be able to employ more men
and, therefore, we would not see the decline
in production which, I believe, could well
eventuate. This decline in production
will, I venture to say, be very, very
rapidiy reflected in the city.

The people in the country towns and
those on the land cannot meet the spirall-
ing costs and production will consequently
decline, and of course, the shortage of
supply will foree costs up and we will all
be called upon to pay appreciably more
for necessities.

I ask members today to be appreciative
of all our problems and those that con-
front the other country areas. If we do
not progress with a sensible, planned,
scheme of decentralisation then we might
well find ourselves in the situation of the
lone Elijah, and here I will borrow from
Holy Writ: Elijah, seated beneath the
Juniper Tree was asked, “What doest thou
here?” He replied, “I even, I »nly am
left, and they seek my life tn take 1%
away.”

MR COWAN (Merredin-Yilgarn) [3.59
p.m.I: I formally second the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
J. T. Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) {3.56 p.m.l: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m., on Tuesday, the 30th
July.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.57 p.m,

e TR
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The PRESIDENT <(the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (11): ON NOTICE
POLICE

Securities and Exchange Commitlee
Report

The Hon. R. THOMPSON, to the Min-

ister for Health:

(1) Wil the Western Australian
Police Fraud Squad Investigate
Western Australian stockbrokers
and companies named in the

report released by the Senate
Select Committee on Securities
and Exchange?

(2) Wil any investigation be subject
to a Government decision?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1} To date the report has not been
brought to the notice of the West-
ern Australian Police Force. No
decision will be made as to pos-
sible investigations until a com-
plete appraisal has been made.

(2) No.

PENSIONERS
North-West Air Transport
The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Health:

With reference to the pre-election

promise given by the Premier, Sir

Charles Court, to provide one

return air fare per year to Perth

for persons lving north of the
26° Parallel who receive any type
of pension, as reported in The

West Australion newspaper on

Thursday, the 21st March, 1974,

will he advise—

(1) The number of persons resid-
ent in Western Australia
north of the 26° Parallel who
receive penslons of any kind?

(2) The estimated number of
persons who would use the
scheme each year?

(3) The estimated annual cost of
the scheme?

(4) Has the scheme been imple-
mented?

(5) It the reply to (4) is “No”
when is it Intended to com-
mence the scheme?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) to (5) The questions are based

on a8 wrong premise.
The Hon., Member will find
that subsequent reports to
the one he quoted clarified
the correct position of the
proposed pensioner travel for
those llving north of the 26th
Parallel.
I invite his attention to the
following extract from the
nine-page Liberal Party policy
statement released by the
Premier (then Leader of the
Opposition) March 20th, 1974,
on North West policy, as a
supplement to the main policy
speech—
“Pensloner Travel. We will
grant eligible pensioners
one free return trip from
the North to the metropoli-
tan area by appropriate
means of transport once a
year™.
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It was not, at any stage,
claimed to be for *“any fype
of pensions”, nor need travel
be related solely to air travel,
as many elderly pensioners do
not necessarily like to fly.

It was aimed at those pen-
sioners disadvantaged, com-
pared with their counter-
parts in the south of the State.
The form of the scheme and
gualifications for eligibility
will be announced either dur-
ing the State Budget, or when
the study of all pensioner
State travel and other con-
cessions promised during the
election, is complete, and de-
cisions made on recommenda-
tions.

. HEALTH
Septic Systems: Cleaning Contracts

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the
Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Minister aware that due to
the State Housing Commission
letting contracts for the cleaning
of septic systems to contractors
not licensed by the local authority
for the particular area, that a
serious health hazard has existed
for occupants of State Housing
Commission homes who have been
unable to use thelr {oilets for
pertods of up to two weeks?

(2) If so—

(a) does thils situation still pre-
vail;

{b) will the Minister take the
necessary actlon to ensure
that no further delays or
inconvenience shall continue
to be caused by this anomaly?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) Yes. However the Health Model
Bylaws do not require the licens-
ing of a contractor, but preclude
a contractor operating in a par-
ticular local sauthority district,
unless approval in writing 1s first
obtained from that local authority.
Although meost local authorities
have approved the contractors
engaged by the State Housing
Commission, some preclude all
operators other than those con-
tracted to their council. In this
situation the SHC contractor
must sub-contract to the approved
company and delays in providing
a service have  occasionally
occurred.

(2) (a) No.

(b) Action has already been teken
to prevent such potential
health hazards occurring,

Officers of the Public Health
Department in co-operation
with local authority health
officers constantly supervise
all matters related to coltect-
ing and disposing of the con-
tents of domestic disposal
systems, and where delays in
providing a service have oc-
curred action is taken to
expedite the service.

TRAFFIC
Driving Tesls: Migrants

The Hon. R, J. L. WILLIAMS, to the
Minister for Health:

(1} In order to facilitate the granting
of a driver's licence to mecha-
nically proficient migrants, would
the Minister give sympathetic
consideration to those people who
are required to submit to a written
test to be given that test in their
mother tongue?

(2) Would the Minister consider waiv-
ing any form of written test where
the applicant for a driver's
licenice can prove his driving
capabilities over the preceding five
years?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied;

(1) Yes; providing the present oral
test to establish the minimum
English required for traffic safety
is retained.

(2). No; the only circumstance where
a written test 1s walved is where
a language difficulty exists.

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION
Mr Martin: Appoiniment

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY, to the Min-
ister for Justice:

(1) Did the Government consult with
the Trades and Labor Council of
Western Australia, or the Employ-
ers’ Federation before appolnting
Mr G. J. Martin, a former
employee of the Employers’ Fede~
ration, to the position of a Com-
missioner of the Industrial Com-
mission?

(2) Wil Mr Martin’s duties at the
Commission be confined to appren-
ticeship matters exclusively?

(3) Does the Government favour the
establishment of a single appren-
ticeship aunthority outside the
contro! of the Industrial Com-
misslon?

(4) Have either the Trades and Labor
Council or the Employers’ Federa-
tion. or both organisations, ex-
pressed to the Government support
for a single authority?
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(5) Has Mr Martin in his former role
as Deputy Director of the Em-
ployers’ Federation expressed op-
position to the establishment of a
single authority?

(6) Has the Director of Technical
Education expressed his views on
this matter?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) No.

(2) No.

(3) The future method of control of
apprenticeship is currently before
the Western Australian Appren-
ticeship Advisory Couneil.

(4) The Trades and Labor Council has
expressed support for a single
apprenticeship authority. The
Employers’ Federation does not
see the need for a single appren-
ticeship authority at this stage.
Both organisations are desirous of
updating the Apprenticeship Re-
gulations and actlon is in hand
to obtain the view of the parties
for discussion on the amendments.

(6) When Mr Martin attended the
Apprenticeship Council as the
deputy of a member, he took the
same view as the other employer
member of the Council mentioned
in (4) above.

(6} The Director of Technical Educa-
tion has not, to my knowledge,
expressed his considered views.

MARGARINE
Restrictions on Produclion

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Justice:

Does the Government intend to

lift restrictions on the production
and sale of margarine?

The Hon. N, M¢NEILL repiied:
Controls over the production and
sale of margarine are a matter for
cansideration by the Australian
Agricultural Council,

The Government is not consider-
ing unilateral action on this
matter at the present time,

HOUSING
Pensioners: Lower North Province
The Hon. S. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Justice:
Does the State Housing Commlis-
sion or any other Government
department intend constructing
accommodation for pensioners
during the current financial year
at any of the following centres—
(a) Mt. Magnet;
(b) Yalgoo;
() Cue;

(d) Meekatharra;
(e) Wiluna;

() Leonora;

(g) Carnarvon;
(h) Denham?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:
Subject to the availahility of funds
it is the intention of the State
Housing Commission to erect six
(6) units at Meekatharra, under
the Aboriginal Housing Scheme.
Six (6) units are programmed at
Carnarvon under other schemes.

As there is relatively insufficient
demand it is not intended at this
time to programme units in the
other centres.

POLICE STATION
Warburton Range Area

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN, to the

Minister for Health:

(1> What is the population of the
‘Warburton Ranhge area for—

{a) Aborigines;

(b} Europeans;

(¢) tourlsts visiting the area an-
nually?

{2) Where is the nearest police sta-
tion to this area?

(3) How often is the area visited by
Police Officers?

(4) Are the Public Health Depart-
ment and the Department of
Community Welfare in favour of
the establishment of a police sta-
tion in this area?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) (a) Approximately 400; at times

increasing to 700,
(b) 20.
(¢) Not known.
(2) Laverton.
(3) Fortnightly.

(4) Yes. Providing the Council of
Elders at Warburton are in agree-
ment, and funds are forthcoming.

DEATH DUTIES
Revenue

The Hon, T. O. PERRY, to the Min-

ister for Justice:

(1) How much revenue was collected
in Western Australia from death
duties in each of the financial
years ended the 30th June, 1969,
1970, 1971, 1972 and 19737

(2) What was the cost of collection in
each of those financial years?

The Hon. N, McNEILL replied:

3
(1) 1968-69 .. 6 364 180
1969-70 ... 9 499 064
1970-71 ... 8 469 741
1971-72 ... 7751 816
1972-73 ... 7 656 340
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(2) 1968-69 and 1969-70—Not avail-

able. The State Taxation Depart-
ment commenced operation on 1lst
July, 1970.
1970-71-1.9 cents in the §.
1971-72—2.4 cents in the §.
1972-73—2.7 cents in the §.
The foregoing are total costs of
collection, which include not only
the direct costs of operating the
Probate Duties Division but
expenditure on administrative ser-
vices provided by the Department
and cost of valuations carried out
by the Valuations Division for
death duty purposes.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Assistance to Disadvaniaged Persons

The Hon. R. THOMPSON, to the Min-

ister for Community Welfare;
In view of the increased cost of
living and continuing infiation,
will the Government make an im-
mediate increase to the disad-
vantaged recipients of Community
Welfare assistance, namely wards,
foster parents, group homes, insti-
tutions and missions, to restore
their purchasing power to the level
granted by the Tonkin Govern-
ment in 19737

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:
As the Hon. Member would know,
the Government will shortly be
presenting a Budget and these
z?gtters will be dealt with at that

e.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
Freeways

The Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Min-

ister for Health:

(1) During the period the 1st January,
1974, to the 30th June, 1974, how
many traffic accldents have oc-
curred on—

(a) Kwinana Freeway;

{b) Narrows Bridge;

{c) Narrows Interchange;

{d) Mitchell Freeway; and

(e) Hamilton Interchange?

(2) (a) How many vehicles were

involved in each accident;

(b) what was the total number of
persons injured; and

(¢) what periods of time show the
highest accident rate?

(3) What factors are considered to be
the main causes of traffic acel-
dents on the freeway system?

(4) (a) Are any changes in traffic
regulations being considered
in the Mght of accident sta-
tistics; and

(b) If so, what are the recom-
mendations?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) (a) 41
(b 33
(¢) 11
) 9
(e) 10
(2) (a)
Vehicles Involved Accidents
1 20
2 72
3 6
4 5
5 1

(b) Records of total number of
injured persons are not avail-

able, However, 14 of the
accidents involved injured
PEXSONS.

(e} The period 5 pm. to 7T pm.
showed by far the highest
accident rate for any two
hour period, recording 35%
of the total number.

The 7T pm. to 9 pm. period
was the lowest two hours at
6%, while the period 12 mid-
night to 7 am. gave 10%.
Other periods were reason-
ably uniform.

(3} 12 separate causes were reported
for these accidents, over half of
which were rear end collisions
caused by driving in a manner
unsuited to prevailing conditions.
The next highest reported cause
was incorrect changing of lanes.

(4) (a) Trafic Regulations are under
constant review in the light
of traffic management and ac-
cident statistics,

(b)) No amendments are proposed
at present.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Election
On motion by the Hon. N, McNeill

(Minister for Justice), resolved:

That the Hon. J. Heltman be
elected as Chairman of Committees.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
FUND

Appointment of Trustees
On motion by the Hon. N. McNeill

(Minister for Justice), resolved:

That pursuant to the provisions of
the Parliamentary Superannuation
Act, 1970-71, the Legislative Coun-
c¢il hereby appoints the President
(the Hen, A, F. Griffith) aud the
Hon, V., J. Ferry, to be Trustees of
the Parliamentary Superannuation
Fund.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by the Hon. D, K. Dans,
leave of absence for six consecutive sittings
of the House granted to the Hon. R. H. C.
Stubbs (South-East) on the ground of
private business overseas,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SECOND DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 25th July, on
the following motion by the Hon., J. C.
Tozer—

That the following address be pre-
sented to His Excellency—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Members of the Legisia-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver io
Parliament.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[5.05 pm.]: Mr President, I have already
congratulated you on your election to the
presidency of this Chamber, so 1 will not
dwell on that point. However, I would
like to congratulate the Hon. Neil
McNeill who is now the Leader of the
House and the Minister for Justice. I
also congratulate the Hon. Norman Baxter
and the Hon. Graham MacKinnon. In
one respect Mr MacKinnon is fortunate
because he has had previous ministerial
experience.

In the short period of time since the
announcement of the new ministry the
two new Ministers will have probably
learnt how to work 18 hours a day for
seven days a week, If they have not done
50, they will certainly know by the end of
the session that a Minister of the Crown
must put in very long hours to do his
job efficiently. Of course, it is the job of
the Opposition to see that the Ministers
do their jobs as efficiently as possible.
The drive and capacity of a Minister is
reflected in the efficiency of his depart-
ment,

I wish all the Ministers well, although
I am not saying I will agree with them at
all times.

The Hon. N. McNeill:
me,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Minis-
ters will be very disappointed if they
think I will be in total agreement with
them. However, in a short period of time
they will hear my objections to some of
the actions already taken by the Govern-
ment.,

I would like to welcome all the new
members to this Chamber. I am sure they
will get satisfaction from their work as

You disappoint

members of this House and as the rep-
resentatives of their provinces. New
members will discover that the easiest
part of politics is their election; the hard-
est part is to carry out their work effici-
ently and to satisfy their constituents.

I welcome particularly the new lady
members-——the Hon, Grace Vaughan and
the Hon. Margaret McAleer, It is good
to see more women in the House, The
Hon. Lyla Elliott must be pleased to know
that she is no longer the only lady mem-
ber in this Chamber—at times she must
have felt rather lonely. To the lady mem-
bers I say:. sometimes we will treat them
as ladies, and at other times we will treat
them as members, because we are all equal
in this Chamber.

I was rather intrigued with a question
foreshadowed this afternoon by the Hon.
Clive Griffiths. He proposes to ask the
Minister for Justice whether the present
Government will continue the policy of
the Tonkin Government or revert to the
policy of the Brand Government in regard
to advising the representatives of the
various electorates and provinces of minis-
terial visits to their areas. I suggest that
before replyving the Minister for Justice
should confer with members of the Brand
Cabinet because in the 12 years of the
Liberal-Country Party Government I was
advised of a ministerial visit on one occa-
gion only. This was a visit made to my
area by the Hon. Edgar Lewis, the then
Minister for Education,

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: Probably he
was the only Minister to visit your prov-
ince.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: No, my prov-
ince was visited frequently. I say this in
defence of the Ministers of the Tonkin
Government, and I speak for myself too;
we never visited a province without in-
forming its representatives of our inten-
tion. Sometimes the local member was
invited to a particular function, or he was
advised of the Minister’s itinerary on a
particular trip. I advised my secretary to
inform local members before I visited a
particular area, and I trust that my in-
structions were carried out faithfully. If
this system was not followed on every
occasion, it would have been a matter of
a human error and not an intentional
action.

Mr President, the motion moved by the
Hon. J. C. Tozer is a traditional one at
the opening of every Parliament. At this
stage I make it clear that I support the
motion; although I may change my mind
by the time nll the speeches to it have
been made, I have some reservations
abhout the speech made by the honour-
able member, but I will refer to those at
a later stage.

I wish to refer also to the Address to
Parllament which His Excellency the
Governor delivered on behalf of the
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Government of Western Australia, and I
shall comment briefly on the Governor’s
Speech. As is usual, the Governor made
a few personal remarks, but in genera),
his Speech was compiled by the Premier
and his Cabinet. In 15 paragraphs of
the preamble, before dealing with the new
Government’s legislative programme, we
find the Governor's Speech was used to
castigate, to criticise, and to c¢ajole the
Federal Government. This is the first
time in the history of Western Australia
the Governcr’s Speech has been used in
such a manner.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Of course, we
have never had such a had Government,

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar: That is a matter
of opinion,

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It is a dis-
grace that the Premier and his Cabinet
Ministers allowed this Speech to be read.
I hope it is the first and last time that
such action is taken. I hope the Governor
takes note of my remarks and puts a red
pencil through similar comments in the
future. This is virtually a Liberal Party
manifesto. It shows the Government’s in-
herent hatred of the Commonwealth
Government. Sir Charles Court's hatred
of the Australian Government will do
Western Australia mmuch harm.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You are the one
who is talking about hate, you know.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: If is doing
Western Australia no good.

The Hon. N, McNeill: Nor is the Com-
monwealth Government.

The Hon. R; THOMPSON: The Com-
monwealth Government has been re-
elected as a Government since the 30th
March. It is the Government which has
been democraticaily elected by the people.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Get your facts
right; the Commonwealth Government
was not elected on the 30th March.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I said it has
been re-elected since the 30th March, when
the present State Liberal Government was
elected. I feel the Cammonwealth Govern-
ment has its policles to pursue and, gene-
rally, it is experiencing the same sort of
trouble that is being experienced by the
Governments in the major countries of
the world; those which have a standard
of living comparable to that enjoyed by
us in Australia. This is the result of infla-
tion which has hit all the countries in. the
world.

It is unparalleled for a Premier to pre-
sent such a speech to His Excellency the
Governor to be read out publicly. I feel
sorry for the Governor and I regret he
was placed in such a position.

The bread outline of the legislative prn-
gramme deals with 11 Bills; although we
find 15 paragraphs were devoted to the
abuse of the Commonwealth Government

or to its shortcomings. Of course, when
one looks at the election propaganda of
Sir Charles Court one finds he was the
person who was going to stand up to the
Commonwealth Government. He was the
knight in shining armour who would slay
everything before him. He would put
things right, But what has he put right?
I am waiting to hear that the State
Government has made one constructive
step since becoming the Government on
the 30th March.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Allowances
for isolated children’s hostels; that is one.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I am
pleased the honourable member has got
one; and I am hoping to hear that mem-
bers opposite will start moving as a team.
I am sure that even members of the
Government must have been sadly dis-
appointed when they saw in the Governor’s
Speech the 11 propeosed Bills enumerated
for presentation to the Parllament in the
present session.

Of course, I am not saying that other
Bills will not be forthcoming. It would
be foolish to predict what Bills will come
forward; but the programme ocutlined in
the Governer's Speech is the most
empty and hollow programme I have ever
witnessed at the opening of Parliament in
the past 16 sessions,

Let us consider the Liberal Party policy
speech. It was printed in book form, and
when one looks at the cover of the booklet
cne reads that it is the Liberal Party
policy for 1974 to 1977. Of course, the
Premier has already started to make some
denials; and now he is saying that it will
take longer to implement his policies. Yet
the booklet states that these are the
policies for 1974 to 1977. As time goes
on we will deal with many of the policies
which were enunciated by the Liberal
Party in an effort to win the government
benches,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: We were swept
into government.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Mr Griffiths
may put his own interpretation on that;
unfortunately I have not in front of me
the exact voting percentages. At present
I can honestly say that I do not know by
how many votes I won.

The Hon., Clive Griffiths:
many.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No, it was
not many; It was a little over or under
16 000!

The Hon. N, McNeill: The result was a
bit more conclusive than the result in
the Commonwealth sphere, wasn’t it?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: When one
refers to the booklet of the Liberal Partiy
policy one finds that it reads a little like
Mein Kagmpf—an infamous book written by

It was not
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a megalomaniac some years ago. I feel that
8ir Charles Court should reassess his
policies right now so that Western Aus-
tralia will know where it is going.

The Labor Party costed the policy pro-
gramme it put before the people; we knew
where we were going, we knew what we
could finance, and we knew what the
people wanted. However, our policy was
rejected in favour of words, words, words,
and a policy which is impractical to put
into operation.

However, what do we find now—and I
refer not only to the Governor’s Speech,
but to every ocecasion on which Sir Charles
Court appears on television or is reported
in the media? We find that he is making
an incessant attack on the Common-
wealth Government. Why is he making
this incessant attack on that Government?

The Hon. N. McNeill: Haven’t you found
the reason?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It is because
he put forward a programme which was out
of all proporticn to that which could be
financed either by the Government of
Western Australia or by any other State
Government; and now he finds he will be
some $47 million in the red, and he cannot
finance his programme. It would cost
hundreds of millions of dollars to finance
the whole of the Liberal Party programme.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Whose fault is
that?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The only
fault that can be found lies with the
author of the programme who would hot
listen, who would not be told, and who
could not be told. Probably it is unfair
of me to try to blame members of his
Cabinet, because I feel sure they had very
little te do with the compilation of this
document.

The Hon, W, R. Withers: That is in-
correct; the Liberal Party compiled it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Even when
he delivered his policy speech Sir Charles
Court did nol say that members of his
party had assisted in its preparation, He
said the programme had been released
after much investigation by panels of ex-
perts; but as far as 1 am concerned the
Liberal Party has no experts within its
ranks.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Who told you
that?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Therefore
the programme could hardly have been
released after much investigation by a
panel of experts. So it is quite obvious
that right from the start this was an
inflationary and impracticable programme.
I think it 1s about time Sir Charles Court
stopped squealing about the Common-
wealth and started to reassess his own
capacity to govern in the interests of
Western Australians. The media are sick

and tired of him; the people of Western
Australia are sick and tired of his squeal-
ing; and it is about time something was
done to put things right. The first person
who should put things right is Sir Charles,
and he should put himself right.

The Hon, N, McNeill: You are critical
of him because he expressed his inten-
tion to stand up to the Commonwealth.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 am critical
of him because he made such extravagant
promises to the people of Western Aus-
tralia—to the voters of Western Aus-
tralia—promises which he cannot now
finance and, accordingly, he wants the
Commonwealth to finance them. Yet it
was he who made the promises, not the
Commonwealth. The Labor Party could
have made extravagant promises, but we
are a responsible party and we acted
responsibly inasmuch as everything we
promised was possible of implementation
within a three-year period.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You were
responsible for being the first State Gov-
ernment since goodness knows when to
be tossed out after only three years. That
is how responsible you were.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I ecanhnot
deny that, Why were we tossed out?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Because the
people had had you.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Let us con-
sider that issue, Can the honourable
member point to a single item of any
importance in the policy speech of his
party in which the Tonkin Labor Govern-
ment was attacked for its shortcomings?
In its propaganda in the Press the Liberal
Party attacked the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment beecause it took some stringent
action, with all of which I do not agree.
I think it would be foolish to say that
every member of my party agrees with
every policy of the party. We do not
always agree with every policy, and I
hope the day will never come when mem-
bers of parties will be tied to &all the
philosophies of their respective parties.
However, the attack made in the Liberal
Party propaganda was made agalnst the
Federal Government and not against the
Tonkin Government, simply because mem-
bers opposite could find no real issue
upon which to attack the Tonkin Govern-
ment for its shortecomings.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths:
didn't do anything.

The Hon. N, McNeill: Its shortcomings
in standing up to the Commonwealth in
the interests of Western Australia,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Now we hear
an interjection and, unintellicent as it
may be, I think it is worthy of an answer.
I recall reading in the Press only last
week an article which reported that Sir

Because it
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Charles Court was castigating the Com-
monwealth Government for being favour-
ably disposed to the State Labor Govern-
ment when it was in office, and he said
that he was not getting the same treat-
ment. If the previous State Government
could talk to the Australian Government
and obtain benefits for Western Australia,
would it not be hetter for Sir Charles
Court to start talking to the Common-
wealth instead of blaspheming in respect
of every action it takes?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: When did
you ever hear Sir Charles blaspheme? Be
specific.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I will tell the
Minister privately.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: You just
have not heard him hlaspheme publicly.
We are talking about his public utterances,
and he just does not blaspheme.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I mean with
respect to his statements against the Com-
monwealth Government,; it is a matter of
definition.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We use one
definition, and that is the one in the Oz-
ford Dictionary. Sir Charles does nhot
blaspheme.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Perhaps we
had better find a dictionary and ascertain
what “blaspheme” means.

Certainly I have made the point that I
consider the policies of the Liberal Party
were of its members’ own making, and the
State Government must take full respon-
sibility for financing them and putting
them into operation. I repeat; Sir Charles
Court made the promises, not the Austra-
lian Government.

Encugh of the policy speech of the
Premier. Let us turn now to the speech
delivered by Mr Tozer who outlined some
of the diffieulties being experienced by
residents in the north of the State. Of
course, those of us who have been $o the
north of Western Australia have realised
and appreciated for years the difficulties
and harsh conditions under which the resi-
dents up there live, and the disabilities
they encounter every day of the year.

Certain statements in Mr Tozer's speech
amazed me. For instance, he referred to
the cost of goods and services in the north
and he =aid that too many decisions are
being made in St. George's Terrace. I
understand that he was Administrator of
the North-West and therefore these state-
ments are surely an indictment of the de-
partment over which he had control and
which was established by the then Minis-
ter for the North-West (Sir Charles Court)
to do alt the things that Mr Tozer now
claims have not been done.

Did the administrator or his staff make
recommendations to the Government dur-
ing the 10 years the department was under
the control of the now Premicr? If recom-
mendations were made, what was the hold-
up; or were recommendations never made?

I presume the Minister would have
hand-picked the men for that department
to ensure he got the best available. This
was certainly the case in regard to Mr
McGuigan and then Mr Tozer. Their task
was to work on behalf of the people in the
north-west and the department was de-
signed to do something of a constructive
nature. However, we now hear a complaint
concerning the situation.

Has the taxpayers’ money been going
down the drain? Is the department worthy
of support? Now we find a new programme
extolled by the Premier and Mr Tozer.
Both men have said that on-the-spot de-
cisions will be made in the various offices
to be set up. This was part of the palicy
speech and involved decentralisation. It
was stated that adequate and efficient
staff would be abpointed in those areas
of the State deserving of such a zervice.

However, already a bit of back-tracking
has been done because it has been stated
that it is difficult to find the persennel
with the knowledge to establish these
offices, and that one may be established
by Christmas. This indicates to me that
a good research programme was not under-
taken hefore the promise was made, be-
cause if such a programme had been under-
taken the Premier would have ascertained
then thai insufficient numbers of officers
of the necessary calibre were available for
such information and decision-making
centres.

Of course, I fee]l the whole question is
possibly another sham. In view of Mr
Tozer's speech, this applies also to the
establishment of the position of Adminis-
trator of the North-West. I do not want
to be critical of Mr Tozer personally, but I
was surprised te hear him make what I
regarded as some amazing statements.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Can you tell me
when Sir Charles made the back-tracking
statement?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes. It was
stated In the Press last week that there
was likely to be only one information office
established before Christmas because diffi-
culty was being experienced in obtaining
capgble personnel to man such offices.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: He said that
befare the election.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I read it in
the Press again last week,

When I first referred to Mr Tozer's
speech I said we are aware of the disabili-
ties experienced by the people living in the
north-west. I know that when I first be-
came the Minister for Community Welfare
one of my initial actions was to meet the
Minister for Social Security (Mr Hayden)
at a conference at which I raised the mat-
ter of pensioners living in the north-west.
I pointed out that the cost of living in that
area was 30 to 40 per cent dearer than
it was in the southern sector of the State.
He asked me to deal with the matter in a
letter and said it would then be given due
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consideration. I did this on my retwrn to
Western Australin and at a later stage I
received a copy of a letter on similar lines
from Mr Withers who had alsp made a
comparable submission to Canberra. It
is obvious that Mr Withers and I are in
agreement concerning what is necessary
for those living in the north-west.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I backed you
on your statement that it should be the
Federal Government’s responsibility.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The State just
does not have that type of money. Those
in disadvantaged areas of the State—
farmers, etc.—get special subsidies and I
cannot see why. all people who are disad-
vantaged should not get a differential pay-
ment. The people most disadvantaged are
those who must rely on social security or
community welfare paymenis, pensions, or
allotments, and it is my fervent wish that
these people will receive differential treat-
ment in the next Budget. I am sure Mr
Withers will agree with me on that point.

At times I do not know how people can
afford to live in the north-west. They
obviously eke out a living of some sort, but
the costs are astronomical. The situation
has not been improved much either by this
Government because just recently we have
heen told that a very steep increase will be
made in shipping freights to the north-
west. This will add a greater burden to
the people who can ill-afford to bear it. In
addition to the increased costs an increase
will occur in sales tax and a multiplicity of
other charges as & result of the actions of
this QGovernment—the Liberal-Country
Party coalition Government.

The Hon, W, R. Withers: As well as the
previous Labor Government!

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member has referred to the previous
Labor Government. If we delve into the
history of the State Shipping Service and
freight charges we will find the previous
Labor Government was responsible for
modernising the service and for instilling
a lot of drive and initiative into it, because
it was the Labor Govermment which sue-
cessfully approached the Commonwealth
Government regarding the purchase of the
two ships new to our coast; that is, the
Nyande snd the Wambiri. This enabled
a quicker turnaround of shipping and we
were all hopeful that a reduction of freight
charges would occur. However, this has
not been so. But let it be horne in
mind that if it had not been for the assist-
ance of the Australian Government those
two ships would not have been operating on
our coast.

We are all aware that during the latter
period of the Brand Government’s regime
Thomas National Transport was negotiat-
ing for the purchase of the State Shipping
Service, but, thank God, the negotiations
fell through. Had they not fallen through
and had the people of the north-west been
obliged to rely on a private operator they

would not have been able to obtain goods
and services in the north-west at any-
where near the present rates, Even with
the increased cargo rates, of which I do
not approve, the people are better off now
than they would have been with a private
aperator. If the negotiations had been
succesful with TNT the people of the
north-west would now b2 in a bankrupt
position.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Will you comment
on why the increased rates have heen
necessary?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I could go
into the whole ambit of the steep in-
creases which this Government, in its
first 102 days, has levied against the
people of Western Australia. I could refer
to the charges for electricity, gas, asnd
water, and the proposed increases in the
cost of motor vehizle licenses, and so forth
and so on. I know the answer the Leader
of the House will give me when he replies
to the debate will be to the effect that
the action had to bhe taken because the
Commonwealth Government has cut down
the funds on this, that, or something else,

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Plus what?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Inflation has
probably played its part too. But the true
situation is that the Government's policies
were so extravagant that in order to save
face and put some of its promises into
effect, the Government finds it necessary
to rai-e these charges, some of which will
go to finance certain of the extravagant
policies which were not realistic.

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: Not at allt

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You have
to be joking!

The Hon, W. R. Withers: Are you sug-
gesting we are doing what the Whitlam
Govzrnment is doing?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I do not
think this State Government would have
the ability.

The Hon. N. McNeifll: You say that we
have not done anything.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Other than
raise charges, costs, and freights. What
else has the Government done?

The Hon. N. McNeill: You are saying
we have used this finanece to carry out the
promises.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Much of the
increased revenue has not been collected
yet, but I said the Government will be
using it to put into effect its extravagant
policies. That is what I said.

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: What a joke!

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course
the present Government will be in office
for three years and, as time progresses,
we will see whether what I am saying is
a joke or fact.
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The Hon. N. E. Baxter; Do you realise
what the wages percentage will be during
this 12 months?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes. We
realised that when we submitted our
policy.

The Hon. N, E. Baxter: And how far
the increases will go towards relleving
that situation?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: We did not
go to Canberra and say that we were $47
million or $563 million in the red. We were
realistic because we knew what the pro-
gramme wotld be. We knew the world
trend concerning inflation and we could
visualise the situation and therefore we
made provision for increased wages and
salaries.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Did you?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: We had done
our homework,

Tha Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You should
have left enough in kitty then.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: What 1s this
inflation you keep talking about? Is that
thnla t::ﬁl::img the Prime Minister said did not
exist?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No. ‘The
Prime Minister did not say it did not exist.
Nobody said it did not exist.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: He said it was
of ne consequence.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I want to
make some points by referring to the
statements regarding inflation which were
made in Liberal Party advertisements. I
do not have copies of all the Liberal Party
advertisements which were inserted in the
Press throughout Western Australia, but
they all said much the same thing. They
said something like this—

Throughout Western Australia

Improved education, recreation and

cultural facilities. Control of infla-

tion—
That appeared in The West Augiralian on
the 20th March, 1974. On the 27th March
there was more propaganda regarding the
control of inflation. In the file of cuttings
I have, it states nine or 10 times that a
Liberal Government would conirol infia-
tion.

That is the poley the Government pro-
posed; and what is it doing about 1t? All
it is doing is squeallng to Canberra for more
money to create more inflation, It is not
doing its own housekeeping. Xt does not
know how to do its own housekeeping, but
it must learn how to do it. That is what
government s all about—efficient house-
keeping.

The Hon. ¢. C. MacKinnon:
break has not suited you.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Here is an-
other Liberal Party advertisement—

MNew Style Liberalism Stands For:

A stop to Canberra control of gas,
oil, and mineral resources.

The long

The Government knows that will not hap-
pen. The advertisement continues—

Expanding job opportunities in W.A.
That is carrying on Labor Party policy. It
continues—

More real value in pay packets,
Yes, we increased the pay packets of those
who had suffered for a long time under
the previous administration, and we
brought the real wage level up to what it
should have been. In most cases we were
criticised for doing just that. We were
criticised for taking administrative action,
and the Embployers Federation, which is the
master of the Liberal Party—

The Hon. N, McNelll: He said it with a
smile,

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: I am de-
lighted that you smiled. At least you Know
you are a humourist.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You have not
lost any of your old humour.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: We took ad-
ministrative action to place the workers in
a favourable position, and we took that ac-
tion through Government departments
where it was possible to do so. Of course,
there was a flow-on which increased to an
acceptable level the minimum wage and
the wages of policemen, nurses, school
teachers, and others. 1 will even go so far
as to glve the Liberal Party credit for men-
tioning this matter in the Governor's policy
speech, which stated 862 teachers had
Joined the Education Department.

The Hon, 1. G. Medealf: That is not the
Liberal Party's poliey speech; it is the
Governor's Speech.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It was the
Liberal Party’s policy speech, there is no
doubt about that. This is said in the Gov-
ernor's Speech—

An additional 862 new teachers took
up appointments with the Education
Department in 1974, and 42 guidance
officers are being trained for employ-
ment within the State School system.

Of course, that Is to the great credit of the
Labor Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That speech
is a statement of fact from beginning to
end.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The rubbish
which the Liberal Government puts out
against the Commonwealth Government is
not a statement of fact. Lef us return to
what the new style of liberalsm stands
for. It stands for —

Special home purchase finance for
low wage earners.

Home ownership as the key to
security for everyone.

Better education opportunities for
your children.

These are matters whieh the Tonkin
Government had well in hand, and for
that reason the Liberal Party could not
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criticise the Tonkin Government. It did
too good a job, and that was the problem.
The new style of liberalism also stands
for—
A stop to attempts by Canberra to
take over . . , private hospitals.

That is a beauty! Ii continues—
A stop to indiseriminate rises in
Government charges and taxes.
This advertisement was put out by the
Liberal Party on the 20th March, 1974;
and what do we find? There have been
about six increases up to date.
The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Were they in-
discriminatz? They were not indiscrimin-
ate.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: What is the
meaning of the word?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Look i{ up in
the dictionary.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Why was the
word “indiscriminate” used? 1 do not
have to explain it, It was used—

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: Apply it properly.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: How would
the Minister apply it properly? I would
like to hear an interjection from him.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I made an inter-
jection.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: One would
think he was a Liberal, 1 thought he
belonged to the National Alliance.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: No. I am in the
Country Party.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No member
of this Chamber is in the Country Party.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Do you hot read
the newspapers?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Members
were elected as belonging to the National
Alliance.

The Hon. N, E, Baxter: I was elected in
1971 as & Country Party candidate.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Minister
did not resign; he went along with the
allignee. I can imagine the outery had
the Labor Party formed an alliance with,
say, the Communist Party, the Australia
Party, or any other party which might
be slightly left-wing. Yet we found the
Country Party forming an alliance with
the most right-wing party which ever
existed in Australia—more right-wing,
conservative, narrow, and sectarian than
any other party. When they went to the
polls they were going to sweep all
before them. Possibly the only good
thing that came out of it was the destruc-
tion of the DLP. I do not think the DLP
destroyed itself; I think the alliance with
the Country Party destroyed it because
the faithful DLP followers would have
continued to follow the DLP. However,

many people became disenchanted with
the alliance, and the Country Party
suffered considerably.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It lost nearly
as many seats as did the Labor Party.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is
right, and it did not have many to lose.
The Labor Party had plenty of seats. The
Country Party—if that is what it calls
itself—is perhaps at its lowest ebb in
history. It is no longer a party in Parlia-
ment as such.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Two of our seats
disappeared in the redistribution. Do not
forget that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I know that
happened, but the National Alliance con-
tested many seats—the greatest number
ever, I would think—and took a very big
hiding. It got a thrashing.

The Hon, N. E. Baxter: Nevertheless,
we do not have our tails between our legs.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The only party
which did not get a thrashing was the
Liberel Party.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: The Country
Party might not have its tail between its
legs. It might not have a tail.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It is a sad tale,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Many tales
could be told about the alliance. It was
not a happy marriage. It was a de facto
relationship which did not last very long.
The parties did not seem to click. The
bed was not of the right springing to suit
both sides. Perhaps one side of the
mattress contained weol and the other
sawaust,

The Hon, N. E. Baxter: You have had
a great deal of experience in this business.

The Hon., R. THOMPSON: Of course, I
have had a great deal of experience with
beds. These are the matters which caused
the disenchantment of the electors of
Western Australia. In spite of all the
“blah” in the media about what the
Court Government would do when elected
to office, we now find it will be unable
to put its policy into operation because
of the extravagant nature of its claims.

I would like to say a few words to the
new members, particularly, and to some
of the old members who may have for-
gotten the time when the Brand Govern-
ment came to office. Every member who
rose to his feet would say within his first
two sentences, “I think the Government
is doing a good job.”

The Hon. J. Heitman: They all knew
that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I do not
know whether or not members were in-
structed or coached in the party room,
but the speeches are recorded in Hansard
and what I am saying can be borne out,
I think Mr Berry started it. He began
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all his speeches by saying, “I think the
Government is doing a good job." Eventu-
ally that statement wore thin. Everybody
was sick and tired of hearing it. We
knew in the end that the Brand Govern-
ment was not deing a good job at all.
When the Tonkin Government first came
to office it had to face rising unemploy-
ment, increased taxes and charges, and a
host of other problems which had been
brought about by a large migration pro-
gramme,

The Hon. N. McNeill: We did not have
inflation.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Branhd
Government was responsible for those
problems, We overcame the disabilities
before we went out of office. We lost
office because of the type of representa-
tion which exists in Western Australia. I
trust this situation will be changed and
that the Electoral Act will be amended. I
advocate one voie, one value.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Tell us about the
Forrest Place meeting and how that
affected you.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member asks how the Forrest Place
meeting affected me. My reply is that it
did not affect me a great deal.

The Hon. J, Heitman: No, but it affected
the Labor Party.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Did it? I
think there are other factors which have
to be taken into consideration. If we are
realistic about the cituation I think it will
be appreciated that we lost Merredin-
Yilgarn because of the redistribution of
boundaries; and Albany was lost to us
becaure of an extension of the Albany
electorate. The redistribution definitely
had an effect.

The Hon. J. Heitman: The redistribution
in the Gascoyne did not help you.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: The kangaroos
did that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is pro-
bably correct, but the position was summed
up very well by Phil Pendal in the Daily
News prior to the election when he said
that there is usually a change in these
areas when a member resigns, retires, or
dies. I think this has been traditional for
many years. It has been the pattern in the
Gascoyne seat and, in all probability, as
I have said the Gascoyne seat could he
hard to win back. However, the Liheral
Party could not capture this seat from the
Labor Party while Danny Norton was the
member.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths:
the Pilbara?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have no
answer to that. There are probably other
factors which have to be taken intc con-
sideration in so far as the Pilbara is
concerned.

What about

The north-west electorates are similar
to my province. The electors like to see
their members from time to time, and this
is not always possible. The member for
Pilbara at the time was a dedicated and
hard-working member who did all he could
for the people in his electorate; but, of
courze, there was a change in the turnover
of electors,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You do not
think it had anything to do with the fact
that he was a member of the Labor Gov-
ernment.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: T do not think
it is possible to pinpoint any ohe particular
reason. In all justice I feel the previocus
member for Pilbara should have been re-
turned, particularly when one considers
the amount, of good he did, and the man-
ner in which he worked, for the people
in his electorate. He was untiring in his
efforts, I ecannot find an answer to the
problem and I do not intend to try.

Sitting suspended from 6.03 to 7.30 p.m.

The HON. R. THOMPSON: I directed
a question today to the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare. My question was—

In view of the increased cost of
living and continuing inflation,
will the Government make an
immediate increase to the disad-
vantaged recipients of Community
Welfare assistance, namely wards,
foster parents, group homes, insti-
tutions and missions, to restore
their purchasing power to the level
granted by the Tonkin Govern-
ment in 19737

As the Minister would know, the answer
1 received was that shortly the Govern-
ment would be presenting ijts Budget and
at that time these matters would be con-
sidered. Of course, that is not a sufficient
answer, for the simple reason that the
most disadvantaged people in Western
Australia are those who must rely on
welfare payments from the Department of
Community Welfare. Over the years,
somebody—irrespective of whichever gov-
ernment was in office—has not been fair
and just in making adegquate pavments,
particularly to the wards of our State.
Under law, we have something like 3 000
wards and many more children who are
in private foster homes and institutions.
I know that during the last Budget, the
Tonkin Government was possibly the
most generous government Western Aus-
tralia has ever known in respect of trying
to do everything it was possible for it to
do. We did not do all we wanted to do.
We had to live within a deficit that was
projected at the time., We would like to
have made many more substantial in-
creases to these welfare payments. How-
ever, I think it is fair to say that these
people should not be disadvantaged any
further and that periodic reviews of their
payments should be made,
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As we all know, in the last few months
there has been an escalation in costs and
services to crisis point. I have tables and
fisures in my possession with which I do
not wish to bore the House. However, I
should like to refer to the period from
1963 onwards. I make the very valid
peint that in 1063, institutions received
$3.60 a week for every child in their care.
In 1970, with the progressive increases
which had taken place in the intervening
years, this amount had increased to $7.50
a week; and in 1874 the institutions
recelved the major increase of $4 a week
which made the benefit payable $11.50 a
week, plus a $1 a week payment from the
Lotieries Commission of Western Aus-
tralia.

In 1963, the foster parents of children
received $4.50 a week for the care of each
child. In 1970 they received $7 a week
and, with the very substantial increase
implemented in the last Budget, their
payment is now $13 a week,

I am concerned that in this marvellous
document, which members of the Liberal
Party claim is their policy for the next
three years, no mention is made of com-
munity welfare, Community welfare is
not something for which people should go
on bended knees to receive; it is a right
of every person when he becomes dis-
advantaged and Is in circumstances which
force him to seek payments from the
Government. Let me illustrate my point
in this way: A very successful Western
Australian professional man died about 18
months ago and lefi a large estate. How-
ever, the estate was tied up in such a
manner that his wife and children were
unable immediately to benefit from it.
They struggled along for about two
months, spent all the money they had in
their possession and, from that point on,
were penhiless, despite the fact that they
were the beneficiaries of a huge estate. I
met the wife of this professtonal man.
She was most concerned at having to seek
payment from the Department of Com-
munity Welfare, It touched me that here
was a person who should have had no
need to call upon the State but, because
of the views expressed in her husband’s
will, she was forced to do s0. I make that
point merely to illustrate that even the
most affluent in our society at some time
or other may have to resort to community
welfare assistance,

The people who should receive eommun-
ity welfare assistance are those who,
through force of circumstances, such as
broken marriages, becoming orphaned or a
deserted wife, and so on, must make appli-
cation for assistance from the State. We
are not a social welfare State. I think we
are a long way from being a soclal welfare
State. I realise that we must live within
our means and Budget. However, I feel
there must be a change of policy, irrespec-
tive of the Government in power. As the
cost of living increases, those most deserv-

ing of help should be paid increased
benefits. I am not referring to my own
figures but those of Sir Charles Court.
Infiation is escalating at 15 per cent a year.
I do not intend to make this a political
issue and I hope it never becomes one.
However, in the dossier of advertisements
I have in my possession, one will find
advertisements of the Liberal Party stating.
“You can only half fill your shopping
basket hecause of inflation”.

There are many people in this State who
are lgoking after foster children; these are
the kindest and most dedicated peaple one
could imagine, Because of their love for
children, they continually take them into
their homes and give them something bet-
ter than the State can offer. All the State
can provide is institutions, which are not
the right places in which to bring up
children, but these foster parents can take
the children and place them in & normal
home environment, This is a marv=ilous
service being provided by the people of
Western Australia. However, I feel that an
immediate increase of 15 per cent should be
implemented to maintain the purchasing
power which has been eroded by inflation.
I have spoken to hundreds of these foster
parents. I have seen circumstances where
people were virtually on the verge of bank-
ruptey and were about to do the last thing
they wanted to do; namely, to send the -
children back to a Department of Com-
munity Welfare institution because they
could not afford to keep the children under
the scale of beneflt which applied. They
were receiving $8.50 a week and just could
not afford to keep them. As parents, we
2ll know that we just cannot keep a child
on $8.60 a week.

Rather than offer these people an initial
grant of $40 for clothing and other needs—
a grant which is paid only ohce—we imple-
mented an annual grant of $40 for each
child and this has been of beneflt to the
foster parents. As I mentioned, the sub-
sidy paid to foster parents was increased
last year by $6 for each child. ©Of course,
a lot of that money has disappeared. As
the Budget proposals will not come into
effect until some time in OCctobher or Nov-
ember, depending upon the Budget session
of Parliament, I would ask the Minister to
have another look at this situation before
the Budget is brought down.

It is not a matier for the Department of
Community Welfare. That department
operates within a very tight budget and I
think it is one of the most efficient organ-
isations in the Government service. It
spends money wisely and carefully. How-
ever, the department cannot afford to grant
any further increases on its current alloca-
tion, This decision must come from the
Treasurer for a special increase to the area
of community welfare from Treasury funds.
I am deeply concerned about this matter,
1 know the people concerned have expressed
the view that they are returning to the
situation which existed prior to the last
increase of $6, but it goes beyond that, The
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missions in the north-west and generally
throughout Western Australia also operate
on this fixed type of payment. For in-
stance, I know the Budget restrictions on
the Pallottine Misston. I know that the
Seventh Day Adventists have just relin-
quished one of their missions at Wiluna.
The voluntary groups are under extreme
pressure and had I remained the Minister,
I would have sought a new method of pay-
ment so that we could increase payments
commensurate with cost-of-living increases.
However, so much for that point.

The next matter I am concerned about
is the takeover of traffic control by the
police. Because of the discussions I had
with the Minister for Justice I will not
speak at length on the subjeci{ because it
would take me possibly 1% or two hours to
explore the whole avenue of the proposed
takeover,

It has not been stated as yet, but I
think it should be noted what the state
of the Police Faorce was when we became
the Government in 1971, The Police Force
was run down and starved from a lack of
funds. Back in 1959, the strength of the
Police Force in Western Australia was 1 061
officers. In 1971, after the Brand Govern-
ment had been in office for 12 years, the
tota! increase in police personnel was 519,
which represented an annual increase of
43.

From 1971 to 1974, the three years the
Labor Government was in office, we in-
creased the membership of the Police Force
by 382, which represented a fotal average
increase of 127 a year. To this figure must
also be added the 98 recruits who passed
through the Police Academy at the end of
June, 1974. This is the highest number of
recruits that has ever been inducted into
the Western Australian Police Force since
its inception, The school! through which
those recruits passed was the last school
in this financial year and it was brought
about as a result of rajsing the number of
officers usually added to the Police Force
each year, thus making available an extra
50 officers to ensure more efficient traffic
patrol work and to staff the extra patrol
cars the Tonkin Government financed and
placed on the roads.

S0 in this respect it can be seen that
we made a substantial contribution to the
growth of the Western Australian Police
Force which was most necessary, but I still
say it is not completely adequate at the
present time. The force still lacks the
numbers necessary to police many areas
and to carry out the duties which police
officers are called upon to perform on
hehalf of the public.

From 1959 to 1971 the number of per-
sonnel taken into the traffic branch of the
Police Force during the 12-year period of
the Brand Government was 137, Of this
number, 14 were transferred from the
Police Force. This represented an increase
of 11 patrolmen a year. During our period
in office 97 officers were enlisted in the

traffic section which represented an In-
crease of 32 officers & year. So our record,
in making a contribution to the safety
and security of the people and an increase
in the personnel of the Police Force, was
quite outstanding; perhaeps the most out-
standing performance Western Australia
has ever seen,

Turning to the Criminsal Investigation
Branch, during the 12 years the Brand
Government was in office the personnel of
that branch was inereased by four. During
the three years we were in office a further
increase of four was made. Therefore
during the 12 years the Brand Government
was in office the increase in personnel rep-
resented one-third of a pertzon, but during
the three years we were governing this
State the Criminal Investigation Branch
had its personnel increased by 14 officers;
that is, if it were possible to spiit indi-
viduals into fractions.

I would now like to refer to the four-
wheeled vehicles that are used by the
Police Force. FProm 1959 to 1971—the years
the Brand Government was in office—there
was an increase of 236 in the number of
these vehicles, which represented an in-
crease of 20 vehicles & year. During the
three years the Labor Government was in
office—from 1971 to 1974—the number of
four-wheeled vehicles was increased by
207; an increase of 69 vehicles a year.

The position is much the same in re-
latton to police motor cycles. During the
12-year regime of the Brand Government
the number of motor cyeles used by the
Police Force was increased by 115, which
represented an Increase of nine motor
cycles a year. During the period we were
in office the number of motor cycles was
increased by 41; an increase of 14 a
year.

In dealing with radio units for motor
cycles used by members of the Police
Force, I would peint out that we installed
165 complete sets. Although no sets were
used by motor cyclists during the period
of the Brand Government, I believe that
these units were not avallable at that time.
In regard to radar units, only two were
put into use during the period the Brand
Government was in office, but during our
term in office we introduced 19. From
1959 to 1971 the Brand Government
brought into use only four amphometers,
but during the three years we were in
office we increased this number by eight,
meaking a total of 12,

I make that poinf to stress that we just
cannot allow the Police Forece to run down,
thus not ensuring the people of this State
the security and safety to which they are
entitled. I therefore hope the policy of
this Government will be to ensure that the
Police Force will be kept to maximum
strength, that more commissioned officers
will be appointed, and that the force iiself
will be raised to a standard to ensure com-
plete supervision of the whole of the State,
and particularly of remote areas.
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We find that from time to time people
are somewhat critical of the actions of
police officers, but they are the first to
complain if a huge number of policemen
are not made available at a minute’s
notice to carry out any duty required. This
was well borne out during the “bikie”
incident on the 5th March, this year. I
am sure all members are aware of that
happening. It commenced at Brookton
and the matter was blown up out of all
proportion by the media. In saying that
I would point out that I am not on the
side of the “bikies” in any shape or form.

Nevertheless if members read the Press
reports of the incident I think they will
agree that one could have been excused
for expecting open warfare to break loose.
However I am certain it was the cool
judement and the capable handling of the
situation, shown by members of the Police
Force that contained the incldent which,
incidentally, was a new experience to the
members of the force. The first move by
the “hikies” surprised the police, but over
the weekend they rapidly rallied their
forces.

Members of the force were subjected to
a great deal of criticism over the handling
of a very delicate situation, but I still
think they dealt with it in the best manner
possible. Nevertheless the matter goes a
little further than merely criticising the
members of the Police Force. When an
incident such as the *“bikie” incident at
Brookton takes place it comes as some-
thing of a surprise, and this is brought
about by the tactics adopted by such
people when they go on a rampage. I saw
a similar incident in New Zealand. They
ring up various hotels and order liquor
in large quantities. They may say to the
publican, “We want to order 30 gallons of
heer for Saturday evening.” They will
ring up four or five places at various loca-
tions to order their beer requirements, and
usually the publican endeavours to fulfil
their requirements. The object of this
tactic is to fool the police and cverybody
else concerned, because at the last minute
they visit a different venue and it is im-
possible for the police to know their
destination.

I would point out that even if every
publican where beer had been ordered
telephoned the pclice advising that “bikies”
may arrive at his hotel it would be impos-
sible for 100 or more policemen to be
despatched to that point.

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: Are you in-
timatineg that the hotels at Brookton were
telephoned about this incident before-
hand?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No, I did not
say that. I said that these are the tactics
that 'bikies” adopt. I also said I saw the
same being done in New Zealand. How-
ever, seeihg the honourable member has
mentioned the publican at Brookton, I

would point out that I examined the re-
ports of the incident very thoroughly, and
I found the Press made no mention of
the fact that no complaint had been made
to the police by the publican at Brookton.
He did not object to the “bikies” being
there. Before they left Brookton, they did
pay for all the breakages that took place.
When I say that, however, members should
not think for a moment I am defending
the “bikies”, because we just cannot have
such people going around terrorising
country towns, or cities for that matter.
I am not defending their actions at all,

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: I am not ques-
tioning you on that point. I merely asked
you whether you were intimating that the
publican at Brookton had been telephoned
beforehand.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No, I was not.
I was saying that it would be impossible to
deploy 100 policemen to any given spot in
such a short time, and I did refer to the
tactics employed by these people to fool the
police and prevent adequate protection be-
ing given to the country centre Involved.

I believe the public criticism of the Police
Force was quite unfounded and it must
have left members of the force a little
daunted because, as far as I am concerned,
they acted in the correct manner, although
such action may not have been to the satis-
faction of everybody.

As I sald earlier, I support the motion
and I will now conclude my speech. How-
ever before resuming my seat I trust that
the new members who will be making their
maiden speeches in this House will do so
with a great deal of confldence, because it
in an experience which affords the
member concerned an opportunity to de-
bate those subjects he would like to get his
teeth into. Before concluding I congratu-
late the new members on thelr election to
this House and I also congratulate those
who went before their judges and masters
and were returned to office as members of
this Chamber.

THE HON. G. E. MASTERS (Wesh)
[%7.58 pm.]: I rise for the first time in this
House with a great deal of pride but naot,
as the previous speaker said, with p great
deal of confidence. Firstly, Mr President,
I add my congratulations to the many you
have received over the last few days and
which have been bestowed upon you on
your having been elected to the President’s
Chair in this House. I know you have
gerved in this Parliament for a period of
something like 21 years with great dis-
tinction. Purther, you have served as
Leader of the House and as g Minister of
the Crown, and I personally thank you
for the help you have been able to
give me over the past few weeks when I
have been trying to find my feet as a mem-
ber of Parliament, and I suppose I can
honestly say you have guided me along the
right path.
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I would also congratulate the Leader of
the House, the Hon, Neil McNeill, on his
election to that position and his promotion
to Minister for Justice. I congratulate the
Hon. Graham MacKinnon and the Hon.
Norman Baxter on their appointments to
the Ministry and also the Hon. Ron
Thompson on his election to Leader of the
Opposition. My congratulations go to those
members who have been newly elected to
offices and various duties in this fThamber,
and also to those new members who, like
myself, are keen to find their way and pro-
bably very anxious to say a few words.

I would iike to thank the staff, and the
Clerks in particular, for the great help I
have received from them over the last few
weeks. Once agsain, I think a new member
is somewhat at a loss in finding out how to
go ahout things and how to deal with the
problems and questions which arise for new
members. I give my sincere thanks to the
ladies and gentlemen of the staff for the
help I have received.

I also take advantage of this opportunity
to pay a great tribute to my predecessor,
the Iate the Hon. Fred White. He served
as a member of the Shire Council in
Kalamunda and eventually became the
shire president. For a long time he was
regarded as one of the best shire presi-
dents in the district. He was elected
to the West Province and served for
a period of six years, and during that
time he gained great respect from mem-
bers in this House. Such was his gedica-
tion to duty that he eventually egave his
life in the service of his community. I
hope I earn as much respect from the
province and from members in this House,
and I hope I do the job as well as he did.

I am a comparative newcomer, not only
to this House, but to the State of Western
Australia. I have lived here for just over
12 years and many people refer to me not
only as a newcomer, but possibly as a new
Australian. However, I am sure I will over-
come any small problems which might
arise and represent the West Province to
the best of my ability,

The West Province is not the largest in
this State, but it most certainly is not the
smallest. It does not have the greatest
population, but it does have a great variety
and offers greater challenges than do
most provinces in this State, The prov-
ince stretches from Yanchep to Toodyay
and includes Whitfords and the State
housing area of Girrawheen, Swan View,
the vineyards of the Swan Valley, the
hills of Kalamunda, and Mundaring. It
takes in Bickley, Pickering Brook, and the
agricultural areas of Toodyay and Bin-
doon.

I think my province could justifiably
be split into two areas: primary and ur-
ban. The province stretches in a great
arc north and east of Perth, and reaches
right t0 the metropslitan area. As far as
the primary producers are concerned it
could well be called the larder of Perth.

The Wanneroo matrket gardens have for
many years produced a great proportion
of the market produce for this State, hoth
for the metropolitan area and for the
country regions and they are also re-
sponsible for much of the export trade to
neighbouring and Asian countries.

The Swan Valley is certainly rearing its
head and is now recognised as one of the
finest wine-growing areas in Australin. I
think that members realise that
only 10 or 12 years ago it was very
rare to g0 into a restaurant and see peoble
drinking wine; they were usually drinking
beer., However, since then there has been
a tremendous upsurge in interest in and
consumption of wine; the Swan Valley
has grown and accepted the challenge.
The wine growers have raised the stand-
ards of their wines and those wines now
compare favourably with wines produced
in the Eastern States. I emphasise that
the potential for wine growing is excellent,
and the potential in the export trade is
gery great, and will be of benefit to this

tate.

During the last year the Swan Valley
produced 74 per cent of the unfortified
wines in the State; it produced 70 per
cent of the fortified wines; and 99 per cent
of the wine used for distillation. It also
produced 98 per cent of our table grapes
S0 it can be seen that the Swan Valley
has a great bearing on our way of life
in this State.

The Pickering Brook and Bickley areas
have long been regarded as producers of
fruit of a high standard, This is recog-
nised throughout Asiah, European, and
Arab countries. I think these areas will go
on producing and will continue to main-
tain their high standard. The areas are
close to the city and the producers are
able to supply their produce in good con-
dition. At the same time there are a large
number of cold stores in the area which
enable the producers to supply the met-
ropolitan area and ships under the best
possible conditions.

The egg producers of this State are,
again, centred around the metropolitan
area, and pouitry meat is now within the
reach of every household whereas once it
was considered to be & luxury. The lush
farmlands in the West Province are prob-
ably some of the finest in this State and
for a long time they have been responsible
for producing beef, lambs, wheat, and
wool. These products are known through-
out the world and, again, represent a
large proportion of our exports.

I am shocked that many people
adopt the attitude that once the world
market for a particular commodity seems
over-supplied they should hold back and
restrict production. This attitude, in
my opinion, is a tragedy and I believe that
the State Government and the producers
cshould get together and receive advice
from the best experts and salesmen that
money can afford. The Government, and
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the producers, should adopt a vigorous
and aggressive policy and go out into the
world to sell our products. The pro-
duce of Western Australia must be sold
to other countries and we have to fight
for those markets; {f we adopt a negative
attitude we do not deserve to sell.

His Excellency the GGovernor, in his
Speech when opening Parliament, drew
attention to this fact and sald—

The Government intends to review,
and step up organisation and tech-
niques for marketing primary products.

This would involve people going out and
striving to sell our produce on the world
markets. A good example would be the
announcement made on Friday, the 26th
of this month, to the effect that lamb
sales to Iran totalled 4 000 tonnes with
the possibility of the sale of another 2 000
tonnes, This represents hetween 65 and
80 per cent of our estimated production
for the coming season.

Apple growing spreads through the Bick-
ley and Pickering Brook areas and, of
course, Donnybrock should be included
amongst the major apple producing areas.
They are facing great problems in the
European markets and I believe we have
to get into the Asian and Arab markets,
and concentrate more on the Japanese
market where I believe there is a demand
for such fruit.

I will now deal briefly with urban de-
velopment in the West Provinece. The de-
velopment is such that it can be referred
to as a population explosion. For example,
in June, 1970, Wanneroo had a population
of 4726. In 1974, four years later, the
population had reached 398685 1 would
imagine that such an inecrease could com-
pare favourably with the old egcld rush
days.

The population of Kalamunde, in June,
1970, was 16,500 whereas in June, 1974, it
had increased to 24 850, In Mundaring the
population in June, 1970, was 11 000 where-
as it is now over 15 000. I believe the West
Province has a greater growth rate than
any other part of Western Australia.

The growth of Wanneroo Shire may be
greater than that experienced anywhere
else in Australia. The people in the area
come from all walks of life and from all
parts of the world. I would prohably know
better than most people that they come
to this country to create a new life with
their families. They bring with them old
traditions and they create new ones which
add to the richness of our way of life.
These people come to this country and ac-
cept the challenge. Western Australia is
still regarded as a very remote area. Per-
haps “time-wise” it 1s not so great, but the
remoteness is there because of the distance
from other countries and as a result of
this new settlers do face many problems.

I am worried because those people with
young families need encouragement. They
have come to Western Australia ior a very

good reason: they believe Australia to be a
free country. 1 hope that, in this regard,
we never disappoint them.

While campaigning during the early part
of this year I travelled through the urban
areas to a great extent and I was greatly
concerned with some of our State Housing
Commission areas. I do not say that all
State Housing Commission areas are par-
ticularly bad, but I do believe the density
is appalling in some parts of Girrawheen.
That is quite unnecessary in this day and
age. It seems that the maximum number
of houses are constructed on the mini-
mum of area in order to provide cheaper
services and keep down prices. This wor-
ries me a great deal and I believe it is a
short-term approach. The social and
health problems will be much greater
under such conditions than they are in
areas which are already established.
In fact, we hear many people in Govern-
ment and in Opposition—people who
should know better—referring to such de-
velopments as depressed areas. Some of
them are termed '‘depressed areas” even
before building is completed.

I am worried at the density of the hous-
ing, and also the lack of facilities in the
initial stages of development; facilities
such as recreational areas, kindergartens,
halls, and the sorts of things necessary
for a good social life. These facilities
should be provided at the same time as
the initial development.

The Wanneroo Shire Couneil has spent
something like $300 000 over the past three
years in developing reserves, but it is often
too late. It Is & struggle and children who
have to wait four or five years for recrea-
tional facilities miss these amenities at a
very important stage of their lives. We
have to look very carefully at development
and provide these facilities in the early
stages.

Dr Neil Beck, in a speech which he made
about six or 12 months ago, said that if he
could have the necessary recreational de-
velopments in the areas of Balga, Girra-
wheen, and Nollamars he could cut his
doctor’s bills by half. Added to this is the
cost of social problems and even colour
problems. On the one side of the road
there is private housing and on the other
side there is housing provided by the State
Housing Commission, and the social rift 1s
erowing wider.

We now hear that the Federal Govern-
ment intends to develop 200-acre areas to
house 6 000 to 8 000 people. I cannot un-
derstand the attitude regarding this sort
of development. It seems to me that it is
intended to create areas of discontent; I
cannot think of any other reason. In time
we will be ashamed of these areas. People
are trying to get away from siums and
ghettos which we are tending to develop.
We should be able to take advantage of
experfences throughout the rest of the
world and realise that we deserve some-
thing better. Ours is a new country,
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The Wanneroo Shire Council recently
conducted a tour of its area with the
Minister for Local Government and Town
Planning. The shire suggested that in the
development of the many areas in the
Wanneroo Shire the State Housing Com-
mission could pessibly be responsible for
15 per cent; not 50 per cent but 15 per
cent of the development. The State Hous-
ing Commission areas could then be infe-
grated with private housing and the people
could enjoy associated facilities. There
would not be a line of demarcation. I
think this is something worth striving for.
High density development produces low
quality housing. I again say this does not
apply to all housing development. Devel-
opment has occurred in some areas, at
Forrestfield, High Wpycombe, and Maida
Vale without creating problems. Urban de-
velopment creates many different prob-
lems, and I refer to communication, the
lack of lecal indu-try, leisure, and retire-
ment. Two good examples of this type of
disability exist in the Wanneroo Shire and
the development of the Kalamunda
Shire. I refer to, Wanneroo Road and
Welshpool Road which would be the two
most heavily and over-used roads in this
State. They ju't cannot cope with the
fraffic. Traffic to Kewdale uses Welshpool
Road. Improvements to Wanneroo Road
have taken place over the past four or
flve years but it is st{ll in a chaotic state
with increasing usage,.

A major cause of the problem could be
that the work which is available for peobple
living in these outlying areas is centred
around Perth. I believe that local au-
thorities should be able to establish in-
dustries within their own areas. I refer to
light industries which might employ 10
or 20 people.

Small businesses employ a number of
people and this takes the load off the roads
and communications. The local authorl-
ties should be able to purchase land,
either from a State or Federal grant, be-
fore its rezoning potential becomes appar-
ent, before someone says, “This will be
indu-trial land. We will grab it now to
make some money.” The local authority
should have the power to decide on a
particular area for this purpose, and it
should then be given the money to pur-
chase the land, and perhaps revitalize the
Industrial Land Development Authority.
The land could be developed and marketed
at a reasonable cost.

Many advantages would flow from such
a scheme, The stability of the area would
be improved and a load would be taken
from transport problems. By creating a
pool of industrial land the local authorities
would also keep the price down.

It is stated in our Liberal Party policy
speech that we should give added strength
to local government. This sentiment was
repeated last week and it is laid down in
our own policy.

At the moment the small man, who is
being crucified by the inflationary tenden-
cies, is suffering the most. One possible way
to help him is to encourage the local busi-
nessmen to have a go in their own area
rather than forcing them to pay exorbitant
prices for industrial land elsewhere.

The use of leisure {ime is & major prob-
lem in our life today. The MRPA has a
proposal to develop an area eight mliles
long by one mile wide at Lake Joondalup.
This is one step in the development of a
recreation area in the metropolitan region.
Before it is too late we should develop
other areas. A wildlife sanctuary will be
developed at Lake Joondalup as well as
facilities for sailing, rowing, golf, and
nature walks. A theatre also is to be
provided.

Now is the time to make such plans,
before it is too late. The MRPA is also
planning for a third metropolitan wuni-
versity. This is a long way ahead, but it
is good thinking. It is intended to build
a rcgional hospital tn the not-too-distant
future, and Wanneroo certainly needs this
facility. With such hospitals in the outer
metrogolitan area, we could stem the
growth of the vast hospital complexes in
Perth, and cut back the hospiial empires
which seem to be developing,

Problems develop when people retire.
We teach people to earn a living without
teaching them how to live. We see people
of about 55 to 60 years of age literally
fade away through lack of interest. They
have a wecalth of experience to give to
the community, and they should be en-
couraged to do so. I believe the loeal
authorities in Kalamunda and Mundaring
have been active in their efforts to create
rural subdivisions. Many retired people
would like to live on small holdings of two,
five, or 10 acres. They like to grow their
own vegetables and perhaps to keep a cow
and poultry. This proposal to set aside
small acreages between the urban and
rural areag has a lot to commend it.

The local authorities should have more
say in their own development, and as long
as they work within their own district
schemes, they should be encouraged to
take more responsibility in decision-
making, without frequent reference to the
Town Planning Board in Perth. Some-
times weeks or even months are lost whilst
decisions are sought; and time is money
these days, so prices escalate and inflation
takes over. I urge that local government
authorities be given much more say in
their own affairs, and particularly in
planning, as long as they work within set
guidelines.

I do not intend to say much mote
tonight., It is my privilege to represent
the West Province, As I said before, T
hope to earn the respect of members of
this House and of the people of my elec-
torate. I intend to work very hard for my



34 (ASSEMBLY.]

constituents. I know we are facing major
problems, and these problems will increase,
I thank members, and particularly you,
Mr President, for the courtesy you have
extended to me by listening to my speech.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. A. A. Lewis.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Assembly Personnel

Message from the Aszembly received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

House adjourned at 8.22 p.om.

Hegislative Assembly

Tuesday, the 30th July, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chalr at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Appointment

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nediands—
Premier) (4.31 pm.]: I move—
That the member for Kalamunda
(Mr Thompson) be appointed Chair-
man of Committees.

Mr McPHARLIN: I have much pleasure
in seconding the motlon.

Question put and passed.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES
Appointment

THE SPEAKER: I wish to Inform the
House that I have appointed the member
for Vasse (M1 Blaikie), the member for
Katanning (Mr 0ld), and the member for
Canning (Mr Bateman) to be Deputy
Chairmen of Committees during the pres-
ent session.

THE PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Digest 1973: Tabling

THE SPEAKER: 1 have for tabling a
document entitled The Parliament of
Western Australia: Digest 1873. As a brief
explanation of the presentation of this
paper, I would explain that it is the result
of a decision made by the Joint Printing
Committee of last vear; and it contains
some valuable information in the form of
a synopsis of the proceedings of the 1973
session. I submit it to the Houze as an
additional and I think valuable service to
members.

The paper was tebled (see paper No 1}.

QUESTIONS (39): ON NOTICE

HEALTH

Atmospheric Pollution: Monitoring

Mr

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1)

¢3]
(3)
(4)

5

Mr
(1

(2)

&)

Has the atmosphere of the Perth
metropolitan area been tested in
1974 for the amount of—

(a) nitrogen dioxide;

(b) ozone,;

(¢) nitrogen oxide;

{(d) nitrie dioxide;

(e) carbon monoxide;

(f) particle matter?

What were the results of such
tests?

In what areas were they carried
out and on what dates?
What monitoring of the atmo-
sphere for pollutants is carried out
at Medina?
What are the results of such
monitoring, if any?
RIDGE replied:
Yes.
(a) to (d) Yes. Total oxides of
nitrogen area measured,
(h) Yes.
(e} Yes.
(f) Yes.
The most recent results, for June
1974, for the Perth city area are
as follows: -
Total oxides:
Mean for month—53 micro-
grams per cubic metre.
Highest 24 hr. reading—142
micrograms per cubic
metre.

Qzone:

Mean for month—32 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

Highest 8 hr. reading—120
micrograms per cubic
metre,

reading—128
cubic

Highest 1 hr.
micrograms per
metre,

Carbon monoxide:

Mean for month—2.9 parts per
miilion.

Highest 8 hr. reading—65
parts per million,

Particulate matter:

Mean for month—I10 micro-
grams per cubic metre,

Highest 24 hr. reading—35
micrograms per cubic
metre.

Essentially in the central business
district, with supplementary re-
sults from suburbs, on a continu-
ous basis.



